
http://www.gcrc.uga.edu

Goals:

• To provide mechanisms for improved scientific exchange 
between coastal scientists and managers.

• To promote the incorporation of best-available scientific 
information into State and local resource management.



Facilitate interactions between scientists 
& managers

Listserv

Meetings, working groups

GCRC Colloquium

Synthesize technical material
The effects of seismic surveys on marine organisms

Coastal resiliency funding opportunities

Assessment of vertical change in salt marshes

Hydrologic restoration in tidal marshes

Communicate information

Coastal Advisory Committee, other venues

Website (www.gcrc.uga.edu)

GCRC Approach 

http://www.gcrc.uga.edu/


GCRC 2024 Colloquium
Project reports

Introductions

- Management needs

- Research expertise
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Session 1 Introductions GCRC 2024 Colloquium

Merryl Alber
Professor, Dept. of Marine Sciences &

Director, UGA Marine Institute
University of Georgia



Georgia Coastal Ecosystems LTER

Studying long-term change 

in estuaries and marshes.

• 2000-present

• 22 co-PIs

• 10 institutions

• https://gce-lter.marsci.uga.edu/



Current projects (& collaborators)

▪ Tracking habitat transitions along the estuarine salinity gradient 
(Christine Hladik)

▪ Using drones to identify wrack disturbance (Deepak Mishra)

▪ Evaluating changes in creek slumping and marsh fragmentation 
(Clark Alexander)

▪ Estimating belowground biomass as a measure of marsh 
resilience (Jessica O’Connell)



UGA Marine Institute, Sapelo Island

Sapelo Island

UGAMI

UGAMI provides 
exceptional opportunities 

for research and 
education in coastal 

ecosystems



GCRC 2024 Colloquium

Project reports

Introductions

- Management needs

- Research expertise

Program overviews

Discussion: Mangroves; Hurricanes

Research planning

Coffee breaks!
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