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Shrimp Black Gill
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• Listen to Shrimpers & other stakeholders

• Shrimp Black Gill disease caused by a novel parasitic ciliate (H. lynni)

• Climate Triggered – Warmer Winters

• Not Harmful to Humans (does not affect taste either)

• Black Gill degrades shrimp health, but not necessarily deadly

• The decline in Georgia’s shrimp fishery most likely due to interactive 
effects of climate and socio economic factors (a perfect storm)

• We should anticipate unknown emergent diseases

Lessons Learned



The Future of Georgia’s Shrimp Fishery?

“Shrimp won’t go extinct but the industry 
might if we’re not careful”

Pat Geer
Former Chief of Marine Fisheries

Georgia DNR, Coastal Resources Division


